Content Guidelines and Information for Legion Websites
What is the purpose of a Legion Website?
“All human actions must be for an end” – St. Thomas Aquinas

The content of your Legion Website must always be tailored with its end in mind:

· Extension through sharing Legion information
· Events, announcements and news
· Encouragement/Equipping of current Legionaries
Concilium Guidelines: 
“Let every person be subordinate to the higher authorities, for there is no authority except from God, and those that exist have been established by God.” – Romans 13:1

Do NOT include:
· Advertising, including ads from “free” sites like Google

· National Flags

· References to Legion work in sensitive areas of the world

· Personal addresses and contact information

· Photographs of people (unless you obtain their permission first)

· “Gimmicks”.  Make sure everything is as professional and tasteful as possible

· Email collection pages

· Email lists with announcements that could end up as spam

· Counters for site visits

· Copyrighted material (without prior consent or licenses)

DO include:
· Identification on opening page as Legion of Mary, incorporating Vexillum and/or Tessera 

· These and other images, including photos of the Legion saints, are available at: http://www.legionofmarytidewater.com/images
· Name of the council and its level (Senatus, Regia, Comitium, Curia, or Praesidium)

· Identification of the date of the most recent update (and review)
· Legion prayers

· http://www.legionofmarytidewater.com/prayers.htm
· http://www.arlingtonregia.com/prayers.html
· http://www.legion-of-mary.ie/Prayers/PrayerIndex.html (includes other languages)

· Legion Saints

· Thorough information is available from the Regia’s page: http://www.arlingtonregia.com/legionsaints/.  It would be good to link to this from your Legion Saint page

· Short profiles are available at: http://www.legion-of-mary.ie/Causes/Profiles.html
· Medium-sized profiles are at: http://www.legionofmarytidewater.com/causes.htm 

· Local news and events

· List of events with links, news-release style

· Calendars

· Blogs

· Newsletters

· Keep track of Regia announcements about other Legion activities

· Links to other Legion websites complying with the guidelines 
· Concilium Legionis Mariae – http://www.legion-of-mary.ie 
· Arlington Regia -  http://www.arlingtonregia.com 
· Tidewater Curia - www.legionofmarytidewater.com
· New York Senatus - http://legion-of-mary-ny.home.att.net/ 
· Houston Senatus - http://www.legion-of-mary-houston.org/ 
Suggested Content

“Finally, brothers, whatever is true, whatever is honorable, whatever is just, whatever is pure, whatever is lovely, whatever is gracious, if there is any excellence and if there is anything worthy of praise, think about these things”  Philippians 4:8

Recall the purpose of the website.  The website is only secondary to the mission of the Curia, and all content should be added with the goal of serving the Curia.  Keep your content closely tailored to its mission.  Good content might include:
1. History of the Legion

2. Mission of the Legion and a summary of the Legion system
3. Legion Handbook and other Legion texts (e.g. Can We Be Saints?)

4. How to become a Legionary
5. Useful Legion tools, including presidents’ worksheets, visitation checklists, pointers for different types of active work, guidelines for officers, Acies invitations, etc.

6. Articles about the Legion including “testimonials” and Legion spirituality
7. General information about Church teaching
“Borrowed Content”: Plagiarism and Copyright

“’You shall not steal. You shall not bear dishonest witness against your neighbor.’” 
-- Deuteronomy 5:19-20

Plagiarism = using others’ content without attribution or credit to the original author.  This is an explicit or implicit lie about authorship.
Copyright violation = copying another’s written/audio-visual/electronic work without permission.  This is technically theft of another’s intellectual property.  Copyright law applies even if you are a church group or aren’t making a profit from the copies.  Fair use doctrine allows an exception for the use of material without permission, based on four factors: (1) purpose and character of the copy, (2) nature of the copied work, (3) amount and substantiality, and (4) effect on the copied work’s value.  Generally quotes of under 300 words from a much longer article or work are considered within fair use, especially given our non-profit use, but there are no hard and fast lines, only a balancing of the factors. 

Points to keep in mind:

· Everything recorded whether in hard copy or electronically is automatically copyrighted by the author, even if not officially registered or marked with a ©.

· Pictures are also copyrighted, and scanning them for use online or copying them from another website violates copyright.  


· Anything written or painted before 1923 is now in the public domain so you can copy it freely, but still should attribute to avoid plagiarism.  Conventionally pictures are not so strictly attributed in websites, but you can certainly do so if you wish.


· The Legion owns the copyright to its prayers and handbook (they have changed since 1923), but we have permission to use the text on our websites.


· Linking to a page is not plagiarism or copyright violation, so if you find a good piece of content that you can’t get permission to reprint, this is one option, subject to the rules about external links.

· Very short borrowings of just a phrase are probably not copyrightable, though they may be considered plagiarism.

· If you find good text on a website, pamphlet, or flier that you want to use, e.g. a nice summary of Legion history or the Legion system, ask the author first.  Chances are good that a Legionary will be happy to share it with you, and may or may not request attribution.  
Outside Links
“Care should be taken in regard to other links since the Legion has no control over their contents. “ – Concilium Guidelines, 2006
Concilium’s statement suggests to us that less is more – only link to sites that are above reproach.  Before including any page, be sure to review it thoroughly, including external sites it links to, and be aware that sites are constantly changing so review your links regularly.  One useful resource to assist in website review is Catholic Culture (http://www.catholicculture.org/sites/sites.cfm), which has detailed reviews of sites to check for adherence to the magisterium as well as usefulness and organization.  

Remember, the purpose of a Legion website is not to be a clearinghouse for links, but to provide information about the Legion of Mary.  If in doubt, leave it out.  


Your outside links might include:

· Fr. Peffley’s website – http://www.legionofmary.org 
· Holy See – http://www.vatican.va 
· Rosary Confraternity – http://www.rosary-center.org 
· Local parish/diocesan website
· Eternal Word Television Network – www.ewtn.com
· United States Conference of Catholic Bishops - http://www.nccbuscc.org/ 

· New American Bible - http://www.usccb.org/nab/bible/
· Daily Mass Readings - http://www.usccb.org/nab/today.shtml  or http://www.ewtn.com/devotionals/inspiration.htm 

· Catechism of the Catholic Church – http://www.vatican.va/archive/catechism/ccc_toc.htm 

· Central Association of the Miraculous Medal - http://www.cammonline.org/ 

· Pioneer Total Abstinence Association of the Sacred Heart - http://pioneertotal.ie/pioneer/ 
· Catholic Answers – www.catholic.com 

· Mass Times – www.masstimes.org 

· Zenit: News from the Vatican - http://zenit.org/english/ 
· Documents of the Second Vatican Council - http://www.vatican.va/archive/hist_councils/ii_vatican_council/index.htm 

Organization
“You are the light of the world. A city set on a mountain cannot be hidden. Nor do they light a lamp and then put it under a bushel basket; it is set on a lampstand, where it gives light to all in the house. Just so, your light must shine before others, that they may see your good deeds and glorify your heavenly Father.” – Matthew 5: 14-16 

In order to make your website as useful as possible, consider carefully how your content is organized and accessed.  Divide content into useful and manageable groupings, preferably with navigation available on each page and a site map somewhere.  Only updated current events and basic “what is the Legion” information should be on the front page.
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